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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EASTERN PRESIDENT COMMENTS ON GOVERNOR'S TAX PROPOSAL
CHARLESTON, IL--Following Governor James R. Thompson's
tax proposal to the joint session of the General Assembly,
Thursday (June 9th).

Eastern Illinois University President

Stan Rives issued the following statement.
"Governor Thompson has listened carefully to the people
of Illinois and made a proposal that the people support and
that will benefit the future of our state.
"The needs of education--both elementary/secondary and
higher education--are very real and the Governor has recognized
these needs.

He has just done so by recommending education

be funded at the levels approved by the State Board of Education
and the Board of Higher Education.

He has also recommended

a reasonable tax increase to fund these needs.
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"I have today urged our alumni and parents to contact
their legislators to urge their support of the Governor's
proposal.
"Our ability to provide quality education to Eastern
students is dependent on the General Assembly enacting the
proposal made by the Governor.

I am particularly pleased

that Governor Thompson made clear that education and economic
development go hand in hand, and that the proposal he has
made will help, not hinder, economic development.

It is also

very encouraging that he has recommended the bulk of new revenue
(71%) be devoted to education."
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